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Foreign Student (F) Visas Issued and Refused

0

50,000

100,000

150,000

200,000

250,000

300,000

350,000

400,000

450,000

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005
Source: Dept. State Visa Report, http://travel.state.gov/visa

F-1 total applications
F-1 visas issued
F-1 visas refused
F-1 refusals, adjusted



All Foreign Students by Academic Level, Selected Academic Years 
1954/55 to 2004/05
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Immigrant Share of S&E Employment
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EXHIBIT 2: Trend in Foreign-born Share of S&E 
Employment

1990 2000 2004

Bachelors 11% 17% 17%

Masters 19% 29% 32%

All PhD 24% 38% 37%

PhDs < 45 27% 52% –

Post-Doc 49% 57% --

Source: Richard B. Freeman, 2005. “Does Globalization of the 
Scientific/Engineering Workforce Threaten U.S. Economic 
Leadership?” NBER Working Paper 11457. Data from US Census, 
CPS, and NSF.



 
Figure 3.1  Non-Immigrant Visa Issuances by Major Visa Class
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2004- 2005- 2006- 2007- 2008- 2009- 2010- 2011- 2012- 2013- 2014- 2015- 2016- 2017- 2018- 2019-
2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Tier 1 - Large Volume Countries
Brazil 15 13 12 10 9 9 8 7 7 6 6 6 5 5 5 5
China 11 15 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 7 6 6 6 5 5 5
Colombia -25 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3
India 5 7 7 6 6 6 5 5 5 5 4 4 4 4 4 4
Israel 17 9 5 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Korea 28 15 7 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 2 2 2 2 2 2
Mexico 0 -6 -10 29 33 25 14 -23 -33 9 -3 -6 -11 28 33 25
Philippines -13 4 4 4 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 2
Poland 1 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 2 2 2 2 2
Taiwan 6 4 4 4 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 2

Tier 2 - Fast Growth and Moderate Volume
Argentina 13 6 6 6 5 5 5 5 4 4 4 4 4 4 3 3
Ecuador -1 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3
Egypt 30 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4
Indonesia 58 11 5 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2
Nigeria -12 -12 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 2 2 2
Peru -16 -18 0 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2
Saudi Arabia 67 25 6 6 6 5 5 5 5 4 4 4 4 4 4 3
Thailand 3 1 1 4 4 4 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3
Turkey 20 5 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 3 3 3 3 3 3 3
Venezuela 6 2 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Table 3.6  Forecast Percentage Change in Visa Applications



 
India Non-Immigrant Visas

Observed (1957-2004) and Projected (2005-2020) 
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China Non-Immigrant Visa Applications

Observed (1992-2004) and Projected (2005-2020)
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S&E Doctoral Degrees, 1976-2001
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Figure 2: Most attractive prospective R&D locations, 2005-2009 - (Per cent of 
respondents mentioning the location)

Source: UNCTAD, World Investment Report 2005 


